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ITAMAR a. number of the FAB officers lave been choosing sides in’ support. of the _ 
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Air Minister or Brigadier ITAMAR, Ag of this date, according to FAB sources, 
the Air Minister has. everything under control; however according: to newspavers 
former Air Minister NDUARDO GOMES has Stated that the FAB is in a state of 
serious crisis, Whatever the outcome, this internal squabble i& likely to 
generate a few enemies within FAB and make the Air Ministerts job considerably 
ee difficult, at a time when he needs strong support for his forthcoming 
decision relating to the AAFP, ate, aut cae ets 
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unit was in fact trained in “special contingency operations" which 
basically Was as plaineclethes observers during student riots or similar.up- —_ 
_ risings, When certain junior officers reported this to Brigadier ITAMAR ROCHA 
j (FAB Air Routes, who has PARA-SAR operational control only during active emer 

. ency rescue missions), he apparsntly thought that they were being used cutside 
their military mission, and continued to investigate though the Airc Minister | 
had directed that he stop the investigation, This caused the Air Minister to 
recommend to the President that he dismiss Brigadier LTAMAR ROCHA, whieh he did. 
The aftermath of this dismissal has resulted in hard feelings, les, 


| choosing of sides, 
and hewspaper specualtion as to the final outco 


me of this current problen,-. 


3. (GARD The two sources mentioned above have defi 
Minister, but according to another well informed source. there may be more lined 
up against the Air Minister than these in support, One person, former Brigadier 
EDUARDO GOMES, apparently is not a Supporter of the Air Minister and his influ-.- - 
ence could be substantial, Tha (political) mission for which the PARA“SAR unit - 
was trained and the degree to which they were to take action are not clear at 
this time, The unit's: actions are certainly under suspteion ag being out side | 


wtely supported the Air 





true military search and rescue operations, but whether the direction came from. 
Brigadier JOAO :PAULO MOREIRA BURNIER at the knowledze of higher of £3 


Mg Re : Liclals, such 
as the Air Minister, Army or the President, its unclear, Itis the opinion of the - 
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Air Attache that the problem most likely goes beyond the actions of one tndivin | 
dual; however, the real core of the present dissension within PAB vests with 
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Brigadier BURNIER, who is probably takiug certain actions which are not within 


_ his realm of responsbility and that in order to put the FAB case back in order 
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4._..(U) 4s of this date, Ll Cctober 1968, the situation is receiving very little 
publiec/or press attention,  Indteattons are that the Prestdent tg supporting. the 
Aix Minister and. the Latter has been publicly proclaiming that the mattar is 
closed, E8rigadtar ETAMAR ROCHA hag hot beeh radustated by the Air Minister, and 
 ~Brigadier LTAMAR ROCHA has nov ceportedly subsiitted his request to a military 2 
. Court of Justification, et a 
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COMMENTS: CGHRERS Tha RO feels that the PARA-SAR incident was misrepresented 


by tnserupulous prass and agitating volitictans in.an effert to discredit Ehe 
‘Branilian air Terce, PARA» SAR may have bean used/or Intended to be used against 
student riots, but “OQ serious Ly doubts the claims thst if Was going tio be em. 

ployed as sn assassination squad, It iis vary uniikely that any action will be 
fu +1 - Ort fos thice Afasy Were adm oy pe. o* ay A148 t | . Titi | 

teken againet the Ale Mintster or Bri padilar BURNIER, and the Atr Forca situation 
Will probabiy return to normal Wn another two weeks, | | : “ 
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